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Dracaena is one of the most conspicuous monocots in the Thai and South-East Asian floras due to its arborescent habit, but has surprisingly received little systematic attention in floristic treatments of neighbouring areas and Thailand during the last century . The loss of information in preparing specimens is likely to be a significant causative factor. Progress since 2008 will be reviewed, including the relationships of the genus within Asparagaceae tribe Nolinoideae. The major subgeneric lineages in the genus will be considered, principally the dragon tree allies and early branches, mesophytic Dracaenas (possibly not monophyletic) and xeromorphic Sansevierias or mother in law’s tongues. Species level diversity will also be covered. The importance of Thailand’s Dracaena taxa in a global context will be discussed.
